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CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

. 1.—Every endeavour shall be made to reduce all forms of punishment in public elementary schools to the minimum, compatible
with the welfare of the children and the school, and corporal punishment shall not in any case be inflicted (save for grave moral
offences) until other methods have been tried and failed, and then only under prescribed conditions.

2 —The infliction of any cruel or excessive corporal punishment, including blows by the hand, cuffs, boxing the ear, striking on
any part of the head, shakings, or other irregular means of corporal punishment or the keeping of a privaie cane or any other
implement of punishment, is absolutely prohibited.

3—Head teachers are held responsible for all corporal or other punishment, but, except as provided in Clause & of this rule,
they are allowed, where they think necessary, to delegate during pleasure the power to inflict slight punishment to such of their
assistants as they consider to be fit and proper persons to be eatrusted with that power. This power may only be delegated (i) to
assistants who have served for a period of eighteen months after passing the certificate examination; and (ii) to certificated teachers
during the first eighteen months of service, provided always that, in the case of the latter teachers, the punishment shall be inflicted
in the prescnce of the head teacher. In a mixed school, under a master, any necessary corporal punishment of girls must be inflicted
by an assistant mistress duly empowered by the head teacher. Head teachers who, under this clause, either give to, or withdraw from,
their assistants the power to inflict slight punishment, must do so in writing, and must note the same at the time in the log-book.

4.—Two canes of approved pattern, a larger and a smaller, are authorised by the Council, and these only, as indicated in this
rule, must be used for the purpose of corporal punishment.

5—Subject always to the provisions of Clause 3 of this rule, corporal punishment inflicted upon children in classes below
Standard 1. in infants’ schools is to be given only in very exceptional 1nstances, and then as a rule only by the open hand of the
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6.~—Children under five years of age may be sent home instead of being caned.

7.—Subject to the provisions of Clause 5 of this rule, the smaller cane is to be used for all boys below ten years of age, and for
all girls irrespective of age.

8,—The larger or the smaller cane may be used for boys above ten years of age at the discretion of the head teacher.

9.—When an assistant entrusted with the power of inflicting corporal punishment has need for exercising that power, the assistant
must obtain from the head teacher the appropriate cane and the punishment book. The assistant should then inflict the punishment,
and immediately thereafter enter the details in, and sign, the book. The cane and the book must then be returned to the head teacher,
who must initial the entry. The head teacher is not to use, or to allow to be used, any discretion in refraining from eatering the
cause of the infliction of corporal punishment. If the punishment is administered by the head teacher, the details of the case must be

entered immediately thereafter in the punishment book and the entry signed by the head teacher.



10 —Head teachers are required to explain these regulations and rules to every person who may be employed in teaching
permanently or on “supply” in the school, and to point out to such person the necessity for strict’ compliance with them and
for judgment in the exercise of the powers allowed. This, however, does not in any way diminish the direct responsibility of the
head teacher for all corporal punishment inflicted in the school.

11.—Head teachers must secure that, throughout the school, corporal punishment shall as far as possible be avoided in respect of
delicate and nervous children.

12.—The punishment book must be preserved for five years after being filled.

13.—In the event of any person breaking any of the provisions of these regulations and rules, the head teacher is required to
report the same immediately to the Council. Any breach of these regulations or rules will be regarded as a most serious offence and
may entail dismissal.

14.—The regulations and rules of the Council with regard to the administration of corporal punishment apply to instructors in
handicraft, provided that, for the purpose of the delegation of the power to administer slight corporal punishment, instructors in
handicraft must have been in the service of the Council in charge of a centre for an unbroken period of three years, and provided further
that the head master shall be required to keep a separate punishment book in the handicraft centre, and shall arrange that the head
gaaster of l)lxm cotr]nributing school concerned shall be duly notified of all cases of slight corporal punishment occurring in respect of
ovs from his school.

.l;:.—r)nmeslic economy instructresses, assistant instructors in handicraft, and school-keepers, are not allowed to inflict corporal
punishment,

16.—The punishment book must be examined not less frequently than eight times a year by the managers, or, on their behalf,
by one or more managers authorised for the purpose. It must be submittted to the managers at each of their meetings held on
the school premises; and the managers’ rota appointed to examine the registers should also, on visiting the school, take the
opportunity to examine it. Upon each examination it must be signed by the chairman or other duly authorised manager, and
any recommendation of the managers arising from such examination must be forwarded to the Councii by the divisional officer
or correspondent with the necessary details.

G. H. GATER,
.

Education Officer.

Tuae County HaLL,
WESTMINSTER BRIDGE, S.E.1. 4
March, 1926.
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