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For the first half of the 19t Cent
much of north Highbury was still
fields but from 1850 the
population grew rapidly

Extract from 1831 map of Islington Parish.
On the righthand side are parts of the

extensive gardens behind Highbury Terrace, :

which had been begun in 1789

To cater for the growth, this 1,023
seat Wesleyan chapel was built in
1857 on Highbury Hill Park

- which was renamed Drayton
Park in 1874. The chapel was
designed by Chas. Law, architect,
of 12 Doughty St., London
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Extract from Edward Weller’s map of
London, compiled and engraved 1861-2

The Highbury Wesleyan School for
Boys and Girls opened in a room
below the chapel in 1860,
teaching 58 boys and 27 girls
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The school was still a ‘voluntary school’ in 1906 but by 1908 it
had been taken over by the London County Council (formed in
1889) and renamed Drayton Park Council School

BOYS -~ The in this department
there is no « tion that their trai

physical training of the upper classes is

and their singing is decidedly above average. In connection with
this latter feature it is a pity that the efforts of the boys and
their instructor are hampered by the wretched harmonium now in use.
A piano is much needed and will be thoroughly appreciated.

GIRLS - The girls are well-mannered and thoroughly enjoy their
school life, Some useful "motor" training in the form of modelling
and paper moulding has latedly been introduced and the drawing
schemes have been usefully revised.

The time now applied to Grammar would be more profitably
expended on a general training in the use of their mother tongue
and, in the place of mere physical detail, it should be possible
to apply more human interest to the Geography lessons.

No musical instrument hags been provided for this departaent
and a piano is required both for marching in and out of school and
for the singing lessons.

INFANTS - This is a capital department for infants. The methods are

modern and the children are kept alert and happy. The drawing and

Drayton Park' 3rd Year’ June Zoth 1913 the modelling are especially good and the best use is made of the
linited accomodation for games. The latter part of the training 1is

rendered needlessly difficult by the presence of a number of old

desks which occupy valuable space in the covered playground. These

should be removed at once as, in the absence of a hall, this space

invaluable to both the Cirl and the Infants’ departments,

O 2 1v 1" 1™ - . w2 -
ipecially during the winter.

DEPARTMENTS - It would appear that the-bell which is used as
signal for fire drill is not always heard, especially in

1908 inspector’s report from the | e i i R A S SRS

Greater London Record Office R e O
(retyped by Louisa Anderson in 1995)




Certificates awarded to Florence
(Flossie) Need during the First World

War - instead of medals
Donated to the school in 1985 by her widower

The award of medals having been
suspended by the Council during
the Great Wat;, this s to certifiy that

was qualified to receive a
medal for good conduct industry
and attendance during the year

l! lln.r.u.,x.‘..(f.n...J...& R

|| scHooL.

| THE AWARD OF PRIZES HAVING BEEN | |
{| SUSPENDED BY THE COUNCIL DURING THE
GREAT WAR.THIS CERTIFICATE IS GIVEN TO

..................... tlosnie Neecnoooooo .

lOR G@D CONDUCT & MERITORIOUS WORK || 54 . \p/£¢7>
DURING THE EDUCATIONAL YEAR 1016-17.
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Heddmastress ; 5{4/{ _(’ é%
hair i jon Committee.
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THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT Aeresce e l &
a scholar ff the above school has }bassea’ the m:,
Councils examination in Scrfplure /{now[afge |
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In 1927 half a dozen terrace houses — then less than 50 years
old — were demolished, 200m further up Drayton Park, and a
new school built on our current site.

This was the start of the existing Drayton Park school and

was organised into separate departments for 240 ‘junior
mixed’ pupils and 260 infants

Images courtesy of COLLAGE, the London Picture Library
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(xiv) School Events (Special)—such as :—
(a)
(b)

(c)

Educational visits.
Open days.

School journeys
Successes.

(d)
(¢)

actually part of the official life of the school.

Any special school events which occur during school hours and which are
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1920s extracts from the school Log Book
10 Dec' 1927 trnest Dowsett (Class 1) whilst

playing for the school inv v league match 12 Dec 1927 Visited the boy’s parenty to-conwvey

against St Mawy’s Little Cross Street fell & the sympatihvy of the School. I also-saw the boy

fractuwred his leg. Mr Morgowm was with the who- appeared fairly cheerful under the

school teawm and witnessed the accident. Aw circumstances.

ambulance was sent for and the boy was

corweyed to-the Gt Northern Hospital. 2 Oct'1929 Albert Leonawd reported that he
haﬂbmallmuedxwpéece/ofblaouead/pemal/

4 Sept 1928 My Faire coume up to-complain of duwring the play time (3-3.10pm). Mr Morgan
Mrs Williouns treatiment of her daunghter Alice took him to-the Gt Novthern Hospital wheve Dr
who- hay been L. She alleges that the cookery Adrain examined him, gove him advice as to-
teacher passed, remarks about the ginrl's diet, & sent himv back to- school,
personal appearance. I wrote informing Mrs

Willioums of the complaint 220ct1929  AA.R. Chenappa - an Inds
professor - gave a lecture ons mavners &

25 April1929  Mr Aldwinckle kindly had the customs of the people of India.
football teany, Mr Morgeun (the Spovty Master)
and the Headmaster to-tea & afterwonrds took 25 Oct1929 My Aldwinckle (father of My
them to-Maskelyne’s - a very evyjoyable evening. Aldwinckle - one of the Managers & Hor.
This was to- commemorate the winning of the Secretowy of the C. Conumittee) has presented the
Challenge Cup by the football teawm. < chool with a new Union Jack flag ow o stadt




23 May 1930  Empire Day way celebvated in the
School: The childven assembled in the hall, Mr
Morgan gave a very interesting tulk on the
Empive; and the duty of each child, to- “play
fair”. Patriotic songs were given, the Flag
saluted; and the proceedings finished with the
National Anthem & thwee cheers for the King.

2 Dec1931 My Hewitt & Mr Tolfe (Chairmaowv
& Secretowy of the Islingtow Schooly Swimming
Association) came & presented the Dove Bowl
which has beenw won by the Junior Girly

20 Dec' 1932 A obew afterncow for Parenty -
about 170 present. The childrevw performed
their Chwistmas play “Toad of Toad Hall’

The School has been entered

) - Bowl
dwring the night and o silver cup, Dove
(won for swinmuning) and fowr bunches of keys

wer'e WIS,

16 June 1933

1930s extracts from the school Log Book

14 Nov 1934 Double sessions - invorder to-
awvoid the general amount of traffic in
consequence of the International Match ot
the Arsenal

21 Janw 1936  Heard the news of the deativ of
King George. At morning assembly I read the
King s Jubilee message & the sevvice concluded
withy God  Sawe the King

28 Aug- 1939  School opened & all children
being evacuated with ws paraded with gas
masks & equipment. Gas masks were fitted &
MWFW@OL& tied o,




In August 1939 the school
was evacuated to
Broxbourne, Herts, and )
returned towards the end

the war, though bomb

incidents were still occurring

Sepr3ok 1938

[ AW |
Cheshunt

Waltham
Abbey
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8 Jawv 1945 Boml- incident inv neawr Vicinuty.
No- school casualties repovted. School meals
taken in Rest Centre as usual.

5 Maw 1945 Two-alerty sounded duwring a.m
sesstovv. On bothv occasions all childven werve in
shelters withinw just over o minute from warning.

6 July 1946  Maypole Dance Tean

pa/r't{,apafed/ vy

6 Feb- 1952 The death of His Majesty the King
was annouwnced, to-the assembled school.
We had assembled at 11aum to-heor o cello-&
piano- recitod (under the auspices ofﬂw//LGC).
The recital was o success, the childrer giving
absolute attention.
pm Dental inspections of half of the school. 138

extractions. 45 parenty came

4 Maw 1952

outh rally at Wembley Stadivnv

chuv exaumined; 54 healthy; 75 need filllings & 9

1940-50s extracts from the school Log Book

Flower Lovers’ League - the childyen
brought their daffodils todoy for judging by the
FLL representative. 105 poty arrived,

30 Jauv 1953 MryCofdegW@wtwq ,
dlustrated by lanterv on Auwstraliov. The fowr top

closses werve present & they M""‘W enjoyed, ,

21 May 1953  The Rev A Goodwin Hudson coune
to-take av Covonation Assembly & afterwonrds
gove avtalk onthe Regalioy, etc. At the saume
ceremony, Mrs Evans, our Chairman of the
Managers, distributed the souwvenir pencily
gverv by the LCC & the children also- received, o
covonation tiw of chocolates from the Borough
Council. 9 children, withy Mr Robinson, will
attend the Coronation procession on 2nd, June:

4 Dec'1958 News that o exhibitiovn of our
paintings was being held inv Tokio-




When the school returned to Highbury in 1945, pupil numbers were so high that
the former William Forster School on Benwell Road was adopted as an annex.

A couple of years later William Forster returned to being a separate school but
when that closed in 1961, numbers at Drayton Park rose again

DKAY | UN PARK BiCuE IR ORI ey e T

28 Jan 1962

In a-report submitted at this
week’s - meeting of the. L.C.C.

Education Committee, ‘the  staff

sub-committee: stated: 4

. “Consequent upon. the. closu DUWM, e/

of William Forster county prima l’/WwyLed/lxa’t
school, Islington, at_the end of tt Y
summer term 1961, the roll ¢ were V‘QOIW/‘S‘J’;
Drayton: Park ' county. primar

school ‘increased from 176 in Sep ‘pe/o’ple/ fVOWU
tember, 1960, to 203 in September

1961. - -A further increase to 24C CO—‘p

is expected by the year 1965 and

we -consider that, 'in accordance

with * the - Burnham Report, the

school should 'be. regarded as re-

organised.’ by. enlargement from

and including September 1, 1961.

Qn reorganisation the headship is

deemed . to .be vacant and the

managers of Drayton. Park' school

have ‘recommended the appoint-

ment of Mrs: M. E. Needham, the

present - headmistress, as head-

mistress of the reorganised school,

which . will. be. raised from. group
IX to group IIL"

Map from the post-War London School Plan
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In 1995, former Deputy Head, Frank Brereton, wrote to a Year 6
pupil, Louisa Anderson, about his 43 years teaching at the school

g : 2 /
(1948-91) for her topic on the History of Drayton Park ... Yplaiet be Ha Jucrss ™ fes W o
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NEW LOOK SCHOOLS

And couple
on the way

STATE education in Islmgton and Finsbury
received a big boost this week with the
L.C.C.’s announcement of two new schools and
a facelift for three others.- =~ - b
: Wednesday’s meeting of the county counml k
approved the "Education Committee’s esti- gb
mates of £855,290 for the schemes. -

The two new schools will
be - at - Edward - Square,
Islington, and Baltic Street,

Finsbury.
At Edward Square there will

side " the ‘major bulldmg pro-
gramme,

Already archltects have
drawn up a first stage scheme;
the main features of which are
be a new Roman Catholic -Pri- | & hall, four classrooms, dining
mary School—the Blessed Sac- | space, a Kitchen, a medical In-
rament School-—catéring for spection room and administra-
280 mixed pupils. - The Secre-' tive offices. ‘Total estimated
tary of State for Education has cost is £56,820 of which the

agreed to erect the school out- L.C.C. will have to provide
; £10,993.

Over the border in Finshury

From the |S|ingt0n & new- primary &dnd nursery

school is planned on the site

of the old City of London day
Gazette, College.
The council has now bought
17 .IUIy (SIS - firther site in Hatfield Street
and Basterfield Street at a cost
of £29,000. The two sites will
be merged and plans for the
new school announced later. g
Four Islington schools will

be modernised. They are the
Archway Secondary School,
the Drayton Park Primary
School, the Highbury School
and the Barnsbury School for

Boys.

vl 'l "" "" In 1964 the entrance block was demolished
Archway School will have| l n

: ' L) [ . .
Ls paveondisnli agy o I :"" - and a major 3-storey extension built, facing
In the ast four years the ! - -
. . , Arvon Road. It opened in 1966, to provide a
new entrance, new classrooms and a kitchen

school has had two new floors ] '
built on to it at a cost of ‘ |
" ..

- AL L

£325,980. Rl 1
A new kitchen, classrooms
and a library are planned for




1960s extracts from the school Log Book

4-9 Sept 1964  Noise has been heavy under
RoomD. Some children complained. Demolition
of wing also- distubing with drills active and,
dumpers exploding masonwy into-trucks
Building contractors comumenced drilling of
foundations. Terrific noise reverberated

throughout whole school. Some work interrupted

22 Nov 1963 School burgled dwring night
Class 41 & 3B ransacked. Desk severely

damaged & approx 5/- stolen. Det. Sgt. Alleww
C.I.D. wwestigated approx 11.15um

16 Dec 1963 Nortiv Thaumes Gas Boawd gave
il show o gas
43 children withv Mr Breveton,

left at 9.30aun v two
ot Mowchant Hl

7 Mowr 1964 /
Miss Colling, Missy Lewis
coaches for two- weeks stay

25 Mow 1966  “Rolo-+ Shandy’ (clowns) gave anv
extraordinorily good/pe/rformmwe/ of Road Safety

11 Sept 1968 Twelve families inv new
block of flaty (Cowrtney Court)

tor WW%M@WWMMI ,Ezti/a/td/ 29 Mow 1969 SM%N%LWWWVWW
(pped up M % sevevv-av-




1970s extracts from the Log Book

20 Nov 1972 School closed -
Queew's Silver Wedding
Anniversory

14 Nov 1973 School closed -
Wedding of Princess Ane

s
By CHRIS GOODALL
Islington children
aged between seven and
11 'should soon be
drinking milk at school
again; ..,

Tonight's meeting. of
the ‘= council’'s  policy
committee - is expected
to ~confirm Thursday’s
decision "of “the -health
committee to defy the
Goveinment .and -pay
for milk from_the rates.

Members- of :the health
committee - agreed by eight
votes ito one to recommend
the -use .of - the : council’s
powers under section six of
the ‘Local ‘Government (Fin.
ancial Provisions) Act 1963
to foot:the milk bill,

Section six gives a coun-
cil power to use the product
of an old penny rate “for
any purpose which in their
opinion is in the interests
of “their area or its in-
habitants.” <

Before its- meeting the
health » committee  consid-
ered -counsel’s opinion ob-
tained - by the London
Borough's Association on
the ‘availability of - legal
powers, and a report pre-
pared by Islington's! direc.
tor of : public health,~ Dr
Carl Burns (seé “Health
chiel _warns"—page .eight)

Doubts ... 5.

A

Counsel's * - opinion.* was
that to use its powers under
< inn xix the council had

1ere

b )

er Mrs Beryl Rencontre celebrate_the return'o
Drayton Park Primary School.: *

Frank Gray and teach f free milk: with*a’ vict Ty

§ s SRS

v . supported
3 d hat mik is
nenencial - ana thai the
ence of milk could be
harmful, It. was also neces.
sary for a_council to satisfy
itself there was a significant
risk of children not getting
enough milk unless it were
provided free of charge.
The committee chalrman,
Councillor . - Don -, Hoodless
(Labour), read .out .a letter
sent 1o the mayor by .the
staff df, Drayton Park Prim-
ary4:School, - Highbury,
urging _the. council.-to* pay
for milk from.the, rates.
The only two members of
the ., committee - who - ex-
pressed . doubts were Alder-
man - Archie H%ll» '(Cog-

carvalluval  and

wustruments for the coming I singtonw Cawrninal.

12 Felr1975 Five Drill. School empty invl minv 17 sec




In 1991, the PTA raised £25,000 to bring a retired RNLI lifeboat to the playground ... - -
School aiming to

push the boat out

Islington Chronicle,
31Jan 1991

Islington Gazette,
10 Jan 1991

'/‘Y

Islington Chronicle, — ‘,

20 March 1991 - L / Islington Gazette,

‘ - f{;’“ y PR - - ..‘.“' ' 1Aug 1991

o e — = the_ .boat

A LIFEBOAT FOR THE PLAYGROUND ! | e e
1 comes in-

by Bronwen Taylor §

Our school could be the site for a 36 foot RNLI [REIRIEUESSADEIREE 18
Lifeboat. The idea is for it to be a play structure -
in the big playground, with ropes, ladders,

i a5 e ... which became a popular Highbury landmark — and part of the school logo!




By 2007 pupil numbers had risen to 300 and accommodation was undersized to meet current standards

Jack’s the lad to open school’s arts building

Jack Wilshere pictured with Drayton Park School pupils

ARSENAL star Jack Wilshere was at Drayton Park School, in Highbury, on Wednesday
for the opening of its Morris Art Community Building.

The art building, which will be available for hire by local groups and artists, was
funded with the backing of the Morris Charitable Trust to celebrate its 25th
anniversary.

Jack Morris, chairman of the trust, said: "We looked at many worthy projects across
Islington which all wanted support and chose Drayton Park because
we believed they had the vision and determination to make it happen.”

From the Islington Tribune, 3 May 2013

Over the next few years, the school raised more than £/2m and opened the Morris Art and Community Building in Spring 2013
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Drayton Park School would like to thank the following organisations for their support in paying for the construction
of the Morris Art and Community Building and the restoration of our historic lifeboat, William Henry and Mary King:

Islington Council, The Morris Charitable Trust, Drayton Park School PTA, The Garfield Weston Foundation,
The Berkeley Foundation, The Arsenal Trust, Newlon Housing Trust, ‘Hacks vs Flacks’

We would also like to thank all the pupils, parents, staff, governors, friends, families and neighbours who donated money, bought a brick, raised money
or helped us in any way. We especially appreciate the efforts of the following people who each raised more than £10,000 towards the project:

Andrew Myer, Eleanor Young, Neale Coleman, Rosie Walden and Sorrelle Cooper.

We are grateful to Gary Atkinson who not only raised more than £1000 but also carried out enabling works to reduce the overall costs of this project,

Many thanks are due to our other fundraisers:

Catherine Loamb
Annabelie Kapoor
Rita Chambers
Mobammed Farah
Domien Parreft
Lisa Johnstone
Serrin Sates

Sue Edmead
Louise Parscns
Aaron Griffiths
Loma Beveridge
Louise Casey
Claire Jolly

Tufin Kema!
Eleancr Clarke
Marion Skehar
Louisa McKenzie

And thank you very much to the hundreds of individual donors who helped make this a truly community project:

The David Ross Foundation
Waitrose

Sainrbury's

Tha Worshiphl Compary of Shipwrights
Jokn Dizxon end Rachel Barbene)
Andrew Myer and Jo Wakeman
Rusie Walden and Chis Hignett
David Micholis end Hannah Weaver
Stephen Pollard and Emma McCoy
Kirrty Reid and Do McMilan
Sian lsagex

Max Nicholls

Ramy Nicholls

Jack Poilard

Ellve Potlard

Warry Pollard

£ilvs end Co Islington

David Flower

Haszan Ubaydufiayry

Hassien Ubaydulisyev

My Chailis

Jobn and June Burrows
Cathenne Perry-Withams
Senjamin Lay

Louize Field

Stuart Houlistom

Cllr Richard Greening

Elgweta / Mirkc Family

David Cumberbatch

Maring Harden

N-Man’ Comberbatch

Dants Cumberbatck

Lord and Lady Broers

Rosalie Nocca

Mumtaz Keshani

Yasmeen Zatar

Tim Sayer

Anne-Maria Norton

Jeremy Corbyn M

Carol Howe

Angela Thomsett
Jean Duwnn

Joan Walden

Valerie Packenbam Keady
Peter Smirk

Jane Roberts
samantha Egerton
Sarah McClinton
Nikki Raiph

Joen Grant

Marina Herden
Adaw Tysoe

Clir Julve Horten

Kelly Webbmtamb
Penny Rabiger-Hakak
Yohai Hakaok

Anintey Roberte
Nursakib Foyes
Sarwar Ahmed
Joshwa Payne
Darvien Parrott
Sian David
Gillvan McMufien
Michael faylor
l1aiah Gachette
Zende Gachette
Beveriey Gachetre
Anna Pritchard
Uloyd Pritchard
Mamta Patel

Oen Oakey
Eduardo Oakey
Ang Lavaosa
Jare Roberts
Emma Karwatzki
MaM Properties
Stuart Wicely

Tim Baker

Tom Balantyne
Diana Mocre
Feter Hales

FPeter Targett

Ed Carditt

Snan Kearns
Jeremy Beirne
Leon H Ecclex

Lexi Jary

Slenna Shearman
isia Shearman
Elent Shearman
Jexsie Biddle
Amerie iginla
Waicott / Brown Family
Londis Shep and Pust Office
R and E Lewimson

Rochel Stakes
Nicola baird

£la Luyondo
David Egerton
Robert Walker
Anca Vasifov
Dan Cane

Sam Cane
Vincent frown
Halen Curtin
Emma Balantyne
Spaced Out Architects
drwin Mansficld
Tony Giibert
Judith Grieves
Exther Brown

Anita Kapoor
Krishna Sachak
Vinesh Patel
Maya Patel
Hannah Cumber
Chahmea Gosrani
Jacqueline Surton
lan Morgan

Kent Melbg
Meera Tandon
Mark Lanigan
Irens Lee
Samantha Norman
Sanjeev Sangar
Natasha Sangar
Ansushka Sanger
Sarah Prince
Justin Fynes
Tamaro Ludiow
Lydia Ludiow
Melisse Akbulur

e Kopoor
Leanne Kobinson

Mrisho jardine

Roul Heave

Rohar Batchelor

Rite Chambers

Sean Chambers-Mcintosh
Monigie Chambers

Hon Chaméers

Marve Chambers

Clifton Chaméars
Charena Chambers

Joan Corbin

Jacquelne James

The John Famdy

Mekell Anderron
Deborah Riviers-williams

Vicky Sengwayo

Wen Sansbury

imogen Tilden
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Gisella Miric

Tewy Pritchaed

Helen Rumbelow
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Tommy and Joe Harragen
Jean Dunn

Lindsay Daken

Sunil and Claire Jolly
Andrew and 8arbara Stokes
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Eleanor Clarke
Marion Skehan

Anne Mavres

Alena Stracareva
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Matthew Howse
Natalie Howe

Cerel Howe

Tulin Kemal

Eivz Kemal
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Louren Rebinzon
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Jasmine Gachette
Sareh O'Donevan
Nell May

Arthur Coleman
Iris Coleman
Anva Kay Stone
Cito Badger

Felix Badger
Quinn Broess
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Jay Jay Cooper
Sami Conper
Dante Cumberbatch
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Chioe Carey, pupil 1995-2002
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Stephen Watkins
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John Edmeod
Samantha Watkins, pupil 1977-1923
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Lachian Ross

Emilie Viney

Ava Wood

Owen English
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Christian Sengwaye
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Freddy Haines
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John Gillert
Tricke Leman
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Holly Toft
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Mark Ralph
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Rafo Ali
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Saleh Ahmed
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Abdi Ahmed
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Abukar Abemed
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Sophia Glbert
Uleanor Gilbert
(refia O'Oonovan
Jage O'Donovan
Fred Olive
Joseph Olive
Jodi Brown
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Netta Hakak
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Alex Smith
Michael Seith
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The new Art and Community Building continues more
than 150 years at Drayton Park of voluntary
community commitment in hard financial
circumstances, and will allow our school to carry on

providing much needed services to the area in the 21+
century ...




Sources

A History of the County of Middlesex: Volume 8: Islington and Stoke Newington parishes
Islington: Protestant nonconformity, pp 101-115
Islington: Education, pp 117-135
[http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/middx/vol8/]

Text from the former Islington Central Methodist Church website [kindly provided by Paul Weary, Minister]
‘Streets with a story: the book of Islington’, Eric A Willats FLA, Islington Local History Education Trust, 1988
Civil Engineer and Architect's Journal, Vol. 28, August 1865 [indexed on http://www.builderindex.org/]

Images of the Wesleyan Chapel and Day Schools are from the Digital Image Archive, Pitts Theology Library, Candler School
of Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia. Permission to reproduce sought
[http://pitts.emory.edu/collections/digitalcollections/index.cfm]

Images of the school as built in 1927 from COLLAGE, the London Picture Library
[http://collage.cityoflondon.gov.uk/home]

The 1831 Plan of Islington Parish (Surveyor: Dent, R. Medium: Engraving) is from the British Library On-line Gallery
[http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/index.html#]

The 1868 Map Of London (by Edward Weller, F.R.G.S., revised by John Dower, F.R.G.S) originates from a large scale map of
London compiled and engraved by Edward Weller, issued in parts as supplements to the Weekly Dispatch newspaper
during 1861 and 1862. In 1866 John Dower was commissioned to update the map and by 1868 the plates were in the
possession of George Washington Bacon, ‘the American map publisher’, who overlaid many new London developments
over the top of the Weller and Dower surveys [http://london1868.com/index.htm]

Other images from the school archive



