
DRAYTON PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL

ITS HISTORY



For the first half of the 19th Cent 
much of north Highbury was still 
fields but from 1850 the 
population grew rapidly

The Highbury Wesleyan School for 
Boys and Girls opened in a room 

below the chapel in 1860, 
teaching 58 boys and 27 girls

To cater for the growth, this 1,023 
seat Wesleyan chapel was built in 

1857 on Highbury Hill Park 
- which was renamed Drayton 
Park in 1874. The chapel was 

designed by Chas. Law, architect, 
of 12 Doughty St., London 

Extract from 1831 map of Islington Parish. 
On the righthand side are parts of the 
extensive gardens behind Highbury Terrace, 
which had been begun in 1789

Extract from Edward Weller’s map of 
London, compiled and engraved 1861-2



In 1866 the school moved into this new, purpose-built Day Schools building immediately next to the chapel

It had an average attendance of 125 boys, 45 girls and 60 infants. By 1871 this had grown to 161 boys, 135 girls and 132 infants

Extracts from 1877 and 1896 Ordnance 
Survey maps. By 1896 the area is built up and 

the Great Northern & City Railway open



1908 inspector’s report from the 
Greater London Record Office 

(retyped by Louisa Anderson in 1995)

The school was still a ‘voluntary school’ in 1906 but by 1908 it 
had been taken over by the London County Council (formed in 
1889) and renamed Drayton Park Council School

Drayton Park, 3rd Year, June 20th 1913



Certificates awarded to Florence 
(Flossie) Need during the First World 
War - instead of medals
Donated to the school in 1985 by her widower



In 1927 half a dozen terrace houses – then less than 50 years 
old – were demolished, 200m further up Drayton Park, and a 
new school built on our current site. 

This was the start of the existing Drayton Park school and 
was organised into separate departments for 240 ‘junior 
mixed’ pupils and 260 infants

Images courtesy of COLLAGE, the London Picture Library 



First entry in the new school 
Log Book, 23 Aug 1927

Page from the school’s 
Punishment Book



10 Dec 1927 Ernest Dowsett (Class 1) whilst 

playing for the school in a league match 

against St Mary’s Little Cross Street fell & 

fractured his leg. Mr Morgan was with the 

school team and witnessed the accident. An 

ambulance was sent for and the boy was 

conveyed to the Gt Northern Hospital.

12 Dec 1927 Visited the boy’s parents to convey 

the sympathy of the School. I also saw the boy 

who appeared fairly cheerful under the 

circumstances. 

1920s extracts from the school Log Book



21 Jan 1936 Heard the news of the death of 

King George. At morning assembly I read the 

King’s Jubilee message & the service concluded 

with God Save the King 

20 Dec 1932 An open afternoon for Parents –

about 170 present. The children performed 

their Christmas play “Toad of Toad Hall”

1930s extracts from the school Log Book



In August 1939 the school 
was evacuated to 
Broxbourne, Herts, and 
returned towards the end 
the war, though bomb 
incidents were still occurring

Page from the school Log Book



4 Dec 1958 News that an exhibition of our 

paintings was being held in Tokio

1940-50s extracts from the school Log Book



When the school returned to Highbury in 1945, pupil numbers were so high that 
the former William Forster School on Benwell Road was adopted as an annex. 

A couple of years later William Forster returned to being a separate school but 
when that closed in 1961, numbers at Drayton Park rose again

From the Islington Gazette, 
28 Jan 1962

Map from the post-War London School Plan



In 1995, former Deputy Head, Frank Brereton, wrote to a Year 6 
pupil, Louisa Anderson, about his 43 years teaching at the school 
(1948-91) for her topic on the History of Drayton Park …



iIn 1964 the entrance block was demolished 

and a major 3-storey extension built, facing 
Arvon Road. It opened in 1966, to provide a 

new entrance, new classrooms and a kitchen

From the Islington 
Gazette, 

17 July 1964



16 Dec 1963 North Thames Gas Board gave 

film show on gas

1960s extracts from the school Log Book



From the Islington Gazette, 21 Aug 1971

1970s extracts from the Log Book



In 1991, the PTA raised £25,000 to bring a retired RNLI lifeboat to the playground …

Islington Gazette, 
10 Jan 1991

Islington Chronicle, 
31 Jan 1991

Islington Chronicle, 
20 March 1991

Islington Gazette, 
1 Aug 1991

PTA newsletter, Dec 1990

… which became a popular Highbury landmark – and part of the school logo!



By 2007 pupil numbers had risen to 300 and accommodation was undersized to meet current standards

Over the next few years, the school raised more than £½m and opened the Morris Art and Community Building in Spring 2013

From the Islington Tribune, 3 May 2013
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The new Art and Community Building continues more 
than 150 years at Drayton Park of voluntary 
community commitment in hard financial 
circumstances, and will allow our school to carry on 
providing much needed services to the area in the 21st

century …



Sources

A History of the County of Middlesex: Volume 8: Islington and Stoke Newington parishes
Islington: Protestant nonconformity, pp 101-115
Islington: Education, pp 117-135

[http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/middx/vol8/]

Text from the former Islington Central Methodist Church website [kindly provided by Paul Weary, Minister]

‘Streets with a story: the book of Islington’, Eric A Willats FLA, Islington Local History Education Trust, 1988

Civil Engineer and Architect's Journal, Vol. 28, August 1865 [indexed on http://www.builderindex.org/]

Images of the Wesleyan Chapel and Day Schools are from the Digital Image Archive, Pitts Theology Library, Candler School 
of Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia. Permission to reproduce sought 
[http://pitts.emory.edu/collections/digitalcollections/index.cfm]

Images of the school as built in 1927 from COLLAGE, the London Picture Library 
[http://collage.cityoflondon.gov.uk/home]

The 1831 Plan of Islington Parish (Surveyor: Dent, R. Medium: Engraving) is from the British Library On-line Gallery 
[http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/index.html#]

The 1868 Map Of London (by Edward Weller, F.R.G.S., revised by John Dower, F.R.G.S) originates from a large scale map of 
London compiled and engraved by Edward Weller, issued in parts as supplements to the Weekly Dispatch newspaper 
during 1861 and 1862. In 1866 John Dower was commissioned to update the map and by 1868 the plates were in the 
possession of George Washington Bacon, ‘the American map publisher’, who overlaid many new London developments 
over the top of the Weller and Dower surveys [http://london1868.com/index.htm] 

Other images from the school archive


