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of William Forster county primary
school, Islington, at the end of the
summer term 1961, the roll of
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This Department occupics the ground flocr rooms of a building comparatively
modern in design dating back to 1927, The accommodation censists of six cléssrooms,
a hall, a staf‘i‘-roam, a Head histress' room, a lavatory and w.c. for the staff, one
small w.c, for the youngcst children, and generous cloak-room and stock-room pro- :
vision, “In the hall, the presence of- the usual-furniture, stacked iables an? bencl:les
and a high, bully stage erected by the Phrents' association has rcduced the arca avail-
able to the children on ground level by exactly one.third, to no more than approxi-
matoly 800 squarc feot.,  Classrooms arc small and appear to be crowded with children
and equipment; the usual activity connccted with modern infants' toaching takes
plree in the he1l and elosses use the apparatus and materials in turn ot fixed times
during the weck, French windows provide easy access to the ploygrounds from all
cix clesrrooms ~nd though the latter arc bright by natural light, higher wattoge
brlls e Aot Bl 4 irpreve srtificial lightiug,

There is an abscnce of paint outside and of o varicty of colour inside the
building but much is done to brighten it with suitable picturcs snd colourful print-
inrs done by the children,  The velue of well arrenged flowers in moking the class-
rooms rttraective has been fully realiscd by both the Hoad Mistress nnd her staff,

The Deprrtment is now well furnished ond the presence of nesting tobles and
chrirs in some rooms allows spice for movement, There is no shortage or restriction
¢f' cquipment for the Hend Mistress hos s cred neither time nor effort in providing
suitsble mnterinls for all classes, Special mention should be made of the recding
books, for they @y w.]l chosen, suiteble and attractive,

The 226 boys snd girls of ages from five to seven arc divided strictly according
te rge into smix clesscs: most live vithin a comparntively short distance of
School,  Ench yenr about 70 children on renching the age of sceven are transferred to
the Junior Mixed Department vhich occupics the first floor of the building,  The
L Infanls atiend werning school between 9, 30 and 12,55, and in the c.fternoon between
2.0 ~nd 330,

= ~hire i very eluse co—opuration between the Hond Mistresses of the twe Depart-
nent 2end between the staff ond the perents, who take sn exceptionnl intercst in the
#r¢ fese and vill-being of the boys cnd girls,

The Hend Mintress vho vns oppointed in 1943, is cnergetic, lively and purposecful.
w iz nscisted by o staff of six Mivresses all of whom erce keen and hard-vorking, .
heir expericnee verics fron many yeors to & few months; most hove attended recent
rses on subjects of intercst to them; they work as o teom ~nd more than one
unger teacher shovis good promise, It is not surprising thereforce thet throughout
l¢ Department the children ~re responsive, live together hoppily »nd ere interested
their occupations,

Over half the Department stay at school for the mid-dey mcnl.  The Herd Mistress
* provided the children with individual towels and with the assistance of the women
pers is piving a social training of real value., The foud is cooked in a kitchen
M lhe site ~nd is served in the Infants! hall. On the days of the Inspection the
wi.ls viere well-cooked nnd appuetising,

The Department makes the fullest usc of a large cnd airy aspholt playground

_J«:h it shares with the Junior Mixed Depexrtment. Erch class has ot lenst two

Nuds of Physical Educntion outside nnd in any but wet weather the children cnjoy

+n of cxerciscs providing c suitablc outlet for their energics; other periods

~rrenged for indoors, The two classes of oldest children take the broadenst

uns of muzic and movement in the hall, ond although they work in = small spa.cc

| njoy the cxereciscs, The younger Mistresscs ore espeeinlly to be commended on

lively and imaginative lessons which were scen,

The children vith fow cxeeptions gpetk well,  They lonrn o number of rhymes ~nd
iles which they recite clenrly ond with enthusicsm: some teachers cncoursge the
itisantion of stories.  The singing clso is characteriscd by clear diction and
ll tone,  Becausc of the pood supply of rending materinl, the children's innate
Aligenee and the Hend Mistress' firm faith in hor own rcading method, the standn-?
hed by the mejority of children is rather above the average in rendi=~ -
ldren of slower development are keen and are progressing, Wes o
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The two new schools will
be - at = Edward Square,
Islington, and Baltic Street,
Finsbury.

At Edward Square there will
be a new Roman Catholic -Pri-
mary School—the Blessed Sac-
rament School—catering for
280 mixed puplls. The Secre-
tary of State for Education has
agreed to erect the school out-’

deemed ., to be vacani
| managers-of Drayton. E
have “recommended th
ment of Mrs: M. E. Ne
“| present . headmistress,
mistress of the reorgani
which  will, be. raised f;
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NEW LOOK SCHOOLS....

And couple
on the way

STATE educatlon in Islmgton and Finsbury
.received a°big boost this week with the

L.C.C.’s announcement of two new schools and

a facelift for three others.-

: Wednesday’s meeting of .the county councll

approved the Education Committee's esti-

mates of £855,290 for the schemes. -

side thé major bulldmg pro-

gramme,

Already archltects have
drawn up a first stage scheme;
the main features of which are
& hall, four classrooms, dining
space, a kitchen, a medical In-
spection room and administra-
tive offices. Total estimated
cost is £56,820 of which the

‘L.C.C. will have to provide

£10,995.

Over the border in Finsbury
a8 new- primary and nursery
school is planned on the site
of the old Clty of London day
college.

The council has now bought
a further site in Hatfield Street
and Basterfield Street at a cost
of £29,000. The two sites will
be merged and plans for the
new school announced later.

Four Islington schools will
4 be modernised. They are the
Archway Secondary School,
the Drayton Park Primary
School, the Highbury School
and the Barnsbury School for
Boys.

Archway School will have

'| its playground levelled and re-

surfaced at a cost of £4,500.
In the past four years the
school has had two new floors
built on to it at a cost of
£325,980.

A new kitchen, classrooms
and a library are planned for
Drayton Park School at & cost
of £92,150. The school will also
be redecorated,

The councll has had to be re-
vise Its estimate for the re-
building of Highbury School
and Barnshury School for Boys
announced a year ago. In-
creased cost of labour and
building materials, and the
provision of further education
and youth-service acconunoda-

tion will gend the blll up from |
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By' Cl RIS GODDALL

Islington children
aged between seven and
should soon be
dnnk ng milk at school
again,

Tonight's meeting of
the - council’s  policy
committee - is expected
to ~¢onfirm Thursday’s
decision “of ‘the -heaith
committee to defy ‘the
Government and -pay
for milk from_the rates.

Members- of - the health
committee  agreed by eight
votes:ito one to recommend
the -use < of - the * council’s
wwers under section six of
the Local ‘Government (Fin-
-’mc:al Provlslnns) Acl 1963

0 foot the milk

Secuon six g.m a coun-
cil power to use the product
ol an. old penny rate “for

purpose which in their
nmnl is in_the Inlcrcsus

hablhnl
Before its- meeting the
health » committee

chief .warns"—

Doubf S
Counsel’ ini o
‘mlmln:*‘fws mo& O 0 Headmaszer Mr Frank Gray “and ‘teacher Mrs Beryl Rencontre celebrate_ the ;lelurn of 1ree i

on aiX the council b - Drayton Park Primary 'Sc ctoré s Ay Low
sfy i +

enencial - ana - thai  the
absence of milk could be
harmful. It was also neces-
sary for a_council to satisfy
itself there was a significant
risk of children not getting
enough ‘milk unless it were
pmvlded free of charge.

fommittee. chairm
Councitior 4
(Labour). read oul a Ieuer
sen

- a‘cooptéd member.

Dr Norell said he was not
convinced by some
expert - evidence -

m‘er into .malnutrition,” he
addes

{I)r Norell abstained from
vo

Alderman Hull  claimed
that the committee might
be on dangerous ground in
paying for the milk lrom
the rates.

Prices

Councillor Gerry - Fiynn

affol
buy milk for their chndrcn
to drink at school.

He declared: “Parents
with two or three children
at school already paying
more for -school meals ‘and
all the' other increased
prlces won't be able to buy

Counclllor Bob Redrupp
(Labour), vice-chairman of
the committee, said the
council must pay for the
milk in view of the number
of children who had to go.
without a nutritional drink
from onc evening to lunch-
time the following day.
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LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Copy of H.M. Inspector’s Report.
EAST ISLINGT - DRAYTON PARK L.C.C. SCHOO
School no.9, 386. Board of Education, Whitehall, London, S.W.
8 December 1908
25
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BOYS - The boys in this department are now self-restrained and
there is no quetion that their training is sound and sensible. The
physical training of the upper classes is particularly praiseworthy
and their singing is decidedly above average. In connection with

this latter feature it is a pity that the efforts of the boys and
their instructor are hampered by the wretched harmonium now in use.

A piano is much needed and will be thoroughly appreciated.

GIRLS - The girls.are well-mannered and thoroughly enjoy their
school life. Some useful "motor" training in the form of modelling
and paper moulding has latedly been introduced and the drawing
schemes have been usefully revised.

The time now applied to Grammar would be more profitably
expended on a general training in the use of their mother tongue
and, in the place of mere physical detail, it should be possible
to apply more human interest to the Geography lessons.

No musical instrument has been provided for this department
and a piano is required both for marching in and out of school and
for the singing lessons.

INFANTS - This is a capital department for infants. The methods are
modern and the children are kept alert and happy. The drawing and
the modelling are especially good and the best use is made of the
limited accomodation for games. The latter part of the training is
rendered needlessly difficult by the presence of a number of old
desks which occupy valuable space in the covered playground. These
should be removed at once as, in the absence of a hall, this space
is invaluable to both the Girls’ and the Infants’ departments,
especially during the winter.

ALL DEPARTMENTS - It would appear that the-bell which is used as
a signal for fire drill is not always heard, especially in the
Girls’ and the Infants’ departments. Steps should be taken to
render the signal effective.
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